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on by the banks of Jordan, buoyed up by such Messianic
" hopings against hope " as those of the second Epistle
of Peter; but, eventually, it became extinct and, with
it, the religion of the Gospel of S. Mark. Catholicism
did not grow out of that religion in any true sense.
What, then, is the connection between them ?

Religions have it in common to adjust men's lives
in relation to the other world and to raise them above
this one; they strive to explain God and man, this world
and the next, but with varying degrees of ethical and
spiritual insight. They have also diseases and cor-
ruptions in common, rooted in the mental and moral
infirmities of man. Such are sacerdotalism, legalism,
formalism, superstition, idolatry, materialism. Chris-
tianity is the antidote of these diseases. Its interest
in theological constructions, in ethical systems, in
ecclesiastical politics and institutions, is altogether
indirect and at times partly hostile, namely, when these
hamper rather than foster the soul's liberty. Though
Jesus was a Jew he held the religious difference's of
Jew and Samaritan, or of Jew and Gentile, as of no
account compared with " the weightier matters of the
law," the common dictates of Conscience and the
Holy Spirit: "None was found to return and give
thanks to God save this stranger": " I have not
found such faith, no, not in Israel/' A schism, a new
religion, a new theological system and ecclesiastical
polity, was far from his thoughts or interests. It was
not in such oft-tried remedies that he had hope:
"Neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem/' but
" in spirit and in truth."

Hence the Pauline extension of Christianity to the
Gentiles was entirely true to the spirit of Christ,    But